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The Highly pathogenic Avian Influenza (HPAI) H5N1 is still prevalent in many 

countries including China, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Thailand and Vietnam. Since 

the re-start of 2009, nine countries have reported the disease in poultry and wild 

birds. Since 2003 onwards, 62 countries including Pakistan reported avian influenza 

infection in poultry and wild birds. Infection in human population has been reported 

from 15 countries with 262 fatalities. This includes one death in Pakistan also. 

Highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) was first diagnosed in Pakistan 

during 1994-5 when H7N3 infected Broiler breeder flocks and caused a loss to the 

tune of US $10 million. Later on during late 1990,s and early 2000, H9N2 avian 

influenza infection was observed in broiler and layer flocks in Pakistan. 

Outbreaks of H5N1 in poultry which were initially recorded during May 2006 

continued till June 2008. As per confirmation of NRLPD, NARC, a total of 29 

outbreaks was recorded during 2006; 59 in 2007 and 8 were recorded in 2008. 

During 2007 in NWFP, three humans became sick and one of them died due to 

H5N1 infection as per confirmation by local and WHO laboratories.  

Government of Pakistan, Ministry of Livestock & Dairy Development (MLDD) 

while fully recognizing the economical and Zoonotic importance of the H5N1 virus 

subtype as a lethal entity for the poultry and its impact on local poultry, approved a 
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PSDP project entitled ñNational Program for the Control & Prevention of Avian 

Influenza (NPCPAI)ò, worth Rs. 1180.142 million with effect from 1st July, 2007 for a 

period of 3 years. 

Objectives: 

Overall objective of the NPCPAI is to upgrade National Capacity to combat 

any future outbreak of bird flu in Pakistan. The specific objectives of the project are:  

1.  To improve and scale up avian influenza surveillance, reporting and 

diagnostics at federal, provincial and district level. 

2.  To strengthen disease control, outbreak containment, and eradication of high 

pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) 

3.  To increase awareness among the farmers, consumers, veterinary 

professionals and other stakeholders regarding AI virus epidemics 

4.  To undertake research in the area of AI virus ecology, pathogenesis, 

diagnostics and vaccine development. 

5.  To strengthen AI vaccine evaluation & quality assurance system. 

6.  To develop legal & regulatory framework for providing veterinary services with 

the power to enforce National Animal Disease Control Measures. 

The vision of this project is to control and prevent Avian Influenza in poultry in 

Pakistan by undertaking the following nationwide activities: 

 Surveillance for detection of various Influenza sub - types infecting 

commercial and backyard poultry and other bird types. Under the project, over 

0.4 million morbid tissues and blood samples were analyzed in regional and 

national reference lab.  

 Established 40 regional surveillance units, 10 regional labs and strengthened 

facilities at National Veterinary Lab for vaccine quality analysis and National 
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Reference Lab for Poultry Diseases at NARC. Lab equipments, appliances 

and vehicles provided to these units. 

 National Capacity Building in terms of training of field professional, laboratory 

& extension staff: 147 field and institutional trainings have so far been 

imparted across the country.  

 Payment of compensation against depopulation of H5N1 affected poultry 

flocks, for virus containment and preventing its further spread. 24.5 million 

rupee allocated to 18 affected farmers as compensation for their depopulated 

flocks. 

 Campaigns for the awareness of farmers, professionals, public at large, 

regarding Avian Influenza and its control. A total of 33 seminars and 23 

awareness meetings were organised across the country. 

 The USAID (Stop. AI & AI.COMM) programs also helped NPCPAI and offered 

trainings to field staff. 

Establishment of Rapid Response Units: 

 For containing the further spread of HPAI (H5 & H7) virus outbreak, a total of 

66 Rapid Response Units (RRU) have been established across the country. The 

detail of RRUôs and its location are as under. 

S.No Province Number of RRU 

1 ICT 01 

2 Punjab 07 

3 Sindh 07 

4 NWFP 24 

5 Baluchistan 06 

6 AJK 07 

7 FANA 04 

8 FATA 10 
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Establishment of Regional Surveillance Units: 

To undertake clinical and basic diagnostic work and to collect serum, 

tracheal/cloacal swabs and effected tissues for virus surveillance, a total of 40 

Regional surveillance Units (RSU) have been establishment across the country. The 

province/area wise detail of Rapid Surveillance Units is given below: 

S.No Province * Regional Surveillance Units 

1 ICT 01 

2 Punjab 15 

3 Sindh 07 

4 NWFP 06 

5 Baluchistan 05 

6 AJK 03 

7 FANA 02 

8 FATA 01 
 

* Each RSU is headed by a Regional Surveillance Officer (RSO). The RSO 

undertakes collection of samples (blood, tissues, and rectal and tracheal swabs etc) 

which are sent to the National Ref. Laboratory for Poultry Diseases for isolation and 

confirmation of AI viruses. The RSOôs coordinate with the Federal Surveillance 

Coordinator through their Provincial/area/institutional Surveillance Officers.  

Currently, country is free from clinical avian influenza at the moment and OIE 

has confirmed Pakistan poultry freedom from avian influenza. The export of the 

poultry and poultry products has resumed again but the strict vigilance and 

surveillance of the infection are required to continue disease free status and for 

dealing with any untoward situation. Let us all join hands to keep the avian influenza 

viruses away from our flocks and backyard poultry. 
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